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Literacy Volunteers of Illinois’ 26th Annual On the Road to Literacy Conference 

 

Albany Park Tutor Honored for Work with Adult Learners  

 

Khadija Lakhtir, a tutor for the Albany Park Community Center program in Chicago was 

honored with the Tutor of the Year Award on April 8, 2017 at the 26th Annual On the Road to 

Literacy Conference. The awards were made by Literacy Volunteers of Illinois and the 

University of Illinois at Chicago’s Center for Literacy. 

 
Khadija tutors English as a Second Language (ESL) and is able to relate well to her students because she 

is also an advanced level ESL student.  Yordanos Gebrekidane states that Khadija is “a pleasure to have 

as a volunteer at APCC.”  Khadija relates well with her students and treats them all with kindness and 

respect.  What puts her above and beyond is the enthusiasm with which she tutors her students and the 

sincere interest she has in their success.  She always engages her students in conversation and figures out 

their needs and is therefore better able to maximize their success.  Khadija has volunteered 180 hours with 

APCC in an effort to provide ESL training to anyone who wants it. 

 

Khadija uses questions from the student in order to guide the lesson for that day.  Using an innovative 

technique like this, she is able to create dialogue between herself and the student, as well as answer any 

questions the student might have about the lessons.  She not only wants her students to succeed with their 

test scores, but also understand the language and can guide a conversation.  Khadija is able to have the 

amount of input she has because of her experience in being an ESL student. 

 

All of her hard work has culminated in high post test scores and better acclimation to the Chicago area.  

Even outside of the academic world, Khadija helps her students on instruction on different skills such as 

getting and using a library card, reading medical information, using public transportation, and much 

more!  She has also received additional training in the citizenship process and in helping with mock 

interviews to help with the citizenship process.  She will even go out of her way to help students who are 

not able to attend classes on the Albany Park schedule or who need additional assistance.  APCC is 

extremely grateful for all the work Khadija has put into their program and are happy to have nominated 

her for this award! 

 

Literacy Volunteers of Illinois (LVI) is an organization that is committed to developing and 

supporting volunteer literacy programs that help adults, families, and out of school teens increase 

their literacy skills. LVI offers an AmeriCorps program to individuals interested in serving in 

literacy programs on a full-time basis, and sponsors the Jump Start program which recruits 

community volunteers to serve as tutors to incarcerated youth. To learn how to become involved 

with literacy in your area as a tutor or a student, call 312-857-1582 or visit www.lvillinois.org.  

http://www.lvillinois.org/


 


